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~&The daughter of Pharaoh said, “Go.” The girl went and summoned the boy's mother.
9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this boy and nurse him for me, and | will give your pay.”
So the woman took the boy and nursed him. 1 The boy grew up and she brought him to the
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_ 10. myn — Moses. She gave him the Egyptian name Mo-
"nios, which means that he was drawn from the water.
Moses/Moshe is the Hebrew translation of that word (/bn
Ezra).

daughter of Pharaoh and he was a son to her. She called his name Moses, as she said, “For |

drew him from the water.”

a Noe Uyeal - & Hilausiey

=4

Contrary to popular opinion, Moshe is not a Hebrew name. The T(;r;:lh
explains that it is derived from the ancient Egyptian equivalent of the
phrase “I drew him from the water” (Shemos 2:10). Amram and
Yocheved, like all Jewish parents in that generation, gave their children
traditional Jewish names. Moshe was no exception — the Sages say his
parents called him “Tuviah” (Vayikra Rabbah 1:3). Then along came
Pharaoh’s daughter who named him “Moshe.”}

" In light of these facts, we cannot help but wonder why the Torah
adopts the Egyptian name conceived by Pharaoh’s daughter, omitting
any mention of the Jewish name his biological parents gave him. This is
even more surprising when one considers that Pharaoh'’s daughter gave
him this name years after his birth, as the Torah tells us: “[His mother]
brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter when the child matured, and she

adopted him as her own son and named him Moshe...” (Shemos 2:10).
We thus conclude that the Egyptian name Moshe captures a quality
more integral to Moshe’s personality than does his Jewish name.
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The Midrash points out that considering the reason which the princess gave,

“it would have been more appropriate to have named Moses using the passive
form, "Wy, he is drawn out [from the water], instead of the active form nyn,
he draws out.” =¥ it

2R .

The princess must have consulted with his mother on how to express
this idea in Hebrew. Otherwise, she would have given him an Egyptian
name.
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he Midrashim give Moshe various names. Why does the Torah
use the one given by an Egyptian princess?
Let us consider the background behind this name. Rashi
(1:16) relates that Pharaoh’s astrologers had warned him that a boy
would be born who would save Kial VYisroel from Egyptian tyranny. To
prevent this birth, Pharaoh ordered all newborn males thrown inte the
Nil‘_e‘.nﬁ;{éwgé;t*iéﬁl"ér baby was saved from the Nile by Pharaoh’s_own\
ddughter, and unknown to him, this very baby was the future savior of
Klal Yisroell He was raised under the doting care of the very person who b

had ordered him killed. Pharaoh’s plans were not only thwarted, but he.

proposes. but God disposes.” .
Thus, Moshe is not simply a name given by an Egyptian princess. It

himself brought Moshe up. Hence, we have a prime case of “Man
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symbolizes that despite man’s many intentions, it is Hashem who runs
the world. In the words of Shl(_)_mg_HaMelech (Mishlei 19:21), “nia
niﬁu R N nxpi N a%a miaynn, There are many designs in a man's

heart, but only the counsel of Hashem will endure.”
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W, related to n¥n, means: to draw, with effort, out of the water; to
draw up. Likewise, nwom denotes artificial separation from any other
liquid.

She did not name him »wn, “one who was drawn out of the water,”
but mwn, “one who delivers from the water” This may indicate the di-
rection of the education the princess gave her foster son and the deep
impression that was made on his character from early childhood. By
giving him this name, she wished to say: As long as he lives he must
never forget that he was thrown into the water, and that I drew him

( out of it. For this reason he should always be softhearted and attentive
to the suffering of others, and he should be ready at all times to be a

to make him ever conscious of his origin.
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mwnb 15 w1 niny oy e by g — For although Moses had
many names,*®  mna MRPY ina Ko iR Y33 v 1Y vapa &Y
nye N3 — no name was established for him throughout the
entire Torah other than that which Bithiah, the daughter of
Pharaoh,“ called him, i.e., “Moshe” (Moses). 13 WiTRa %)
q0X oW wiNTR XY Xt — And the Holy One, blessed is He, also
did not call him by [any] other name."*"” Hence we see that for
raising Moses, Bithiah merited that the Torah calls him by the
name that she gave him.*!
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@ The Making of a Jewish Leader: A Selective Biography Aside from

nwn, a deliverer in times of trouble. Furthermore, his Hebrew name is,

Y MNAY M INGD I 1T TN GO DN ,NOYTR 1 DN PTRITN

% NN YT DY IYN DTN WO NIND_DONY AN T2 MINNI XONDY NN 12N
132 71972 OPP YW NPINY NXYL TYS TIY 0»PY >3 PRR 2T NIND N NND
9991 10 N8 D2 NI 12D YIS NN 3D NNIN_ D) DXTND NI .0MNIN
YINY TUN OYS YD " ’ﬂ..ﬁﬂ)@aﬂ’.&nﬂﬂnb IND 1Y NN NTAYN NNNM

DN DN NINN.DIWIND 1DIND WHIIN2 DTIND 17 W WIN NNNDY vf:'mgmn d

991 TIN_DUHD_P1 22 NY_TIN NN MNP YOI NN v DNDY
SRY_MNIND

Yol

It217g ey - oM anwbd nsph

) 1NN B D 9D MNRY MR bR NP

RI 112 WPhwnw awd MY W RIR 7R3 2N PR MW’ S NpIna 3RS
,137190 2ND (21 .07MIEPN i)R'\W’ nR RO AW T WD DMK VN

SIRW 1M D ,7AY2 TIKY DMK DX R vbPw NINAY ,IWD WNRIPY dYunve

4187 2 IR DR RIA whn 12,2912 S0 7AW INR DR 1D WRWn

10 °2 TP BN (n AYmw o aw by nwa Dwa WIPW 1PN 20D MY

oam a1 Ow By XX FTING 992 701 IR POYW WK 1By KN 0Mavi ¢

> MW’ DA TAN RIP (@) AT prEa WIDND Awn? 17 ¥R mnw avaww

¢ ) 1772 WTDHR ST DOWE? AW w5 102 Tn v WML n¥M N

b YIRW DI TWYAR 13 TRMY TM2Y32 ,RDR 121D IR apn R Twn a3 XA
.yID oy ’

2310 198 709

Nj7 |D'O
MM MM

mba mb wnmK apyr M DR WwpRn MM YR ninw n‘,svl
NR MR NS BOKR YY MM awpn MY .omyna

DR 13 AMRT A WA Ay 5531 ouabat vmma fwp amava oren
a5 MR oy 1Y mmm awpn mYan YW oinat am pym Tmavi
NM WP N KPYT YW TIEm ApyY KT Y DY’ NMA L Vwinn

the circumstances surrounding his birth, few details about Moses’ first
eighty years are recorded in the Torah. Those that are adhere to one
theme, maintains R’ Simchah Zissel Ziv, “the Alter of Kelm” (Chochmah
U’Mussar, Vol. 1, §1-3), based on this Midrash and others. They reveal
Moses’ prodigious capacity to empathize with other people, the trait that
qualified him to become the savior and leader of G&id’s chosen people.

[The observations made by the Alter'of Kelm have been elaborat-
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ed by more recent exponents of the Mussar movement, including R’
Yeruchem Levovitz (Daas Chochmah U’'Mussar, Vol. 1, §12), R’ Yechezkel
Levenstein (Ohr Yechezkel, Middos, p. 95ff), R’ Chaim Friedlander (Sifsei
Chaim, Shemos, p. 32ff; Middos VaAvodas Hashem, p. 379ff), and R’
Mattisyahu Salomon (Maamarim, p. 97ff). The {éllowing presentation is
based largely on Sifsei Chaim.]
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Empathy is a fundamental attribute of righteousness, the catalyst
of many forms of virtue. Among three levels of benevolence, it is the
highest and the most difficult to attain. The first level is tzedakah,
charity, the practice of supplying the needy with the things they lack.
Next is chesed, acts of kindness, which are motivated by the desire to
benefit other people, even when such help does not fill an actual need.
Finally, there is empathy, whereby one gives to his fellow more than just
money, objects, or help; he gives himself, surrendering his own identity
to feel his fellow’s pain or joy, and to share in it as if it were his own.
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Benevolence on the first two levels is certainly meritorious, but it
could be self-serving: A person may be charitable toward others so
as not to be disturbed by their misery, or because he enjoys the idea
“that others are dependent on hinf, or because he takes pride in his
good works. But a habitual empathizer is a pure altruist; he is focused
completely on those outside himself. Such a person is the ideal leader.
Selfish motives being foreign to him, he can be relied upon to act solely
in the interest of the common good.

In chronicling Moses’ ®arly life, the Torah sets out to show us how
very deep his reservoir of empathy was. It begins with a deceptively
simple introduction: It happened in those days that Moses grew up

| and went out to his brethren and observed their burdens (above, 2:11).
“Noting that the previous verse also says that “Moses grew up,” Rashi

there explains that here the phrase means that Moses rose to promi-
nence, being named as chamberlain over Pharaoh's household. A man
of such high rank would normally become absorbed in palace life, with
no inclination to allow the problems™of the lower classes to intrude o
his life of privilege and pleasure; yet Moses went out to his brethren.
Rather than obscuring his familial ties to the bottom tier of Egyptian
society, Moses sought out his unfortunate brethren, leaving his
comfortable surroundings to share in their suffering.

And he observed their Burdens. Moses could have identified with
the Hebrew slaves by listening to reports about their plight, but he
knew that if he wanted to empathize fully with them, he would have to
see it himself, But not for himself. As Rashi explains, “he gave of his eyes
and heart to grieve with them.” Unlike most people, whose eyes are

Servants of their own selfishniess, and who, even when contemplating
a fellow’s problems and possible solutions, are thihking at some level
about what advantage they can derive from the situation, Moses gave
" his eyes and heart to the service of his brethren. He saw things from
¥ their perspective, and strove to reproduce their feelings in his heart.

And he succeeded. So much so that he was moved to tears, as our
Midrash relates: “Moses would cry and say, ‘Woe is me on account of
you!’” So acutely did he feel their pain that he would would exclaim, as
our Midrash adds, “If only | could die for your sake!”

But that was not all. “Moses would lend a shoulder and assist each
and every one of them.” Let us consider: There were hundreds of thou-
sands, if not millions, of slaves, and Moses certainly could not help all of
them. Human nature discourages people from approaching problems
that are too big to solve. When the only relief they can provide is clearly

[~
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inadequate, people tend to despair of helping at all. They conclude that
it is better to turn away, since to helplessly watch someone suffering
is inappropriate, even cruel. Moses, too, could have yielded to such
thoughts. He could not hope to “lend ashoulder” to everyone, and even
if he couid, how much was that small gesture worth to slaves who toifed
_ all day long? Furthermore, Moses could have eased his conscience by
N reminding himself that he had alfeady used his influence to help them
in a more significant way: He had persuaded Pharaoh fo give them the
Sabbath as a weekly day of rest, as the Midrash teaches below (§28).
Yet Moses did not rest until he had actively participated in their
{ backbreaking labor. He knew that empathy does not necessarily mean
lightening another’s burden; it means sharing in his pain. Such fellow
feeling, tangibly insignificant though it may be, is hugely beneficial on
an emotional level. For when a person suffers, a large part of the pain
comes from the discouraging feeling that he must bear the pain alone.
Moses sought to show the Hebrew slaves that they were not alone. He,
a princely member of the royal court, was with them in their troubles,
and given his prestige, that gesture undoubtedly made a deep and
comforting impression on them.

Our Midrash continues: “The Holy One, blessed is He, said to Moses,
‘You set aside your usual affairs and went to observe the suffering of
Israel . .. ! " Here we are reminded of the primary obstacle to acquiring
the trait of empathy: People are absorbed in themselves, wrapped up in
their personal affairs. Having avoided this trap, Moses was able to open
his eyes and heart to others.

The Torah goes on to relate a series of incidents that illustrate Moses’
empathetic nature. He saw an Egyptian man striking a Hebrew man,
of his brethren . .. so he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the
sand. This reaction was liable to, and in fact did, endanger Moses' life.
Nevertheless, the pain he felt over another Jew’s suffering compelled
him to intervene. ’

He went out the next day and behold! two Hebrew men were fight-
ing. He said to the wicked one, “Why would you strike your fellow?”
Many people will rally to their compatriots when they are threatened
by an outsider, but will remain indifferent when they harm each other.
Moses, on the other hand, could not bear to see any Jew being offend-
ed or hurt, even at the hands of another lew.
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Escaping to Midian and arriving at a well, Moses witnessed the mis-
treatment of Jethro’s daughters. In response, Moses got up and saved
them and watered their sheep (ibid., v. 17). This is astounding. Here was
afugitive, seeking a new life in a foreign country. His safety depended
on the goodwill of the local people, who could conceivably deport him
to Egypt. Should he risk antagonizing them by meddling in an internal
dispute and defending a family that they had ostracized? To Moses, the
answer was, “Yes!” He did not know the shepherd girls, but he could
not remain passive while they were mistreated. Thus, he saved them
and even watered their sheep. According to the Sages (Vayikra Rabbah
34 §8; see §32 below with note 533), he went so far as to water their pur-
suers’ sheep as well, in an effort to resolve the feud and restore peace.

'%%LWEMWMM“
the sheep far into the wilderness, and he arrived at the Mountain of
God), toward Horeb. As the Midrash below (2 §2) elaborates, this verse
alludes to his pursuit of a runaway kid, in which he demonstrated his
ability to empathize even with an animal. Coming on the heels of all
that we have seen, this episode confirmed his fitness for leadership
and was the prelude to his appointment as Israel’s savior at the Burning
Bush, described in the Torah immediately afterward. The connection =
reinforced by God's decision to appear to Moses from w a lowly
thornbush, for this was not only a show of solidarity with the down-
trodden Hebrew slaves (see below, 2 §5), but also an indication of why
Moses was being chosen for this historic task: because he had proven
that he could and would empathize with the Jews under his care, with-
out thought to station or prestige.
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19 Mideach- Jroin’s
l R’ Chaim Shmulevitz (Sichos Mussar §3 [Noach 5732]) takes a
| slightly different approach. He demonstrates at length that a human
" being has the power to invest another person, or even an inanimate
.object, with a special spiritual quality or force. For example, when the
- prophet Elisha was called upon to bring a dead boy back to life, he did
not find it necessary to do so personally. He simply gave his walking
staff to his attendant, Gehazi, and told him to go and place the staff

on the boy’s face (I Klngs 4:29). Now, sticks of wood are not nor-
mally capable of reviving the dead. But Elisha was able to infuse that
capacity into his staff, so that it could perform miracles without ki
direct intervention.
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Similarly, when Bithiah heroically defied her fathers decrse &
saved the infant she had found by the River, and when she compas:-
sionately took him under her wing and raised him as her own son.
she invested her young charge with those very traits of self-sac®
and kindness. These qualities were central to Moses’ later develop-
ment into the redeemer of Israel. For it was the selfless devotion he
showed toward Jethro's sheep that proved him worthy of becoming
the leader of God's people (see below, 2 §2). And it was with his se¥fizss
devotion to his people — as exemplified by his plea in the aftzrmath

~oTthe Golden Calf, “And now, if you would but forgive the: sin’ — tar
iFAoE, erase me now from Your Book that You have writt :
\‘Lreaeemea them from Egypt, saved them from being &
sins, and bore all their burdens throughout their forty
the Wilderness.

The seed of all this heroism was planted by Bithiah when
her life to draw the crying infant from the Nile. Thus, of 2!
that Moses had, the name that she gave him o comme
event was the one that best captures the essence
also Insight below on §27, “The Making of a Jewish Leader”]
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The commentators explain that the theme of water holds a plvotal
place in Moshe’s life. In his infancy water saved his life; later, during the

Jewish people’s sojourn in the desert, it was water that precipitated his
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death (see Bemidbar 20:9-12). Let us examine the relatlonshlp between
water and Moshe’s mission in life.

o The Midrash (Bereishis Rabbah 4:6) points out that in the Torah's
account of Creation the word fov, good, appears at the conclusion of

each day, except the second day. This break in the Torah’s pattern indi-
cates that a negative occurrence of some sort “tainted” the second day.

Something marred the quality of the day and effaced its inherent
“goodness.”"
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What was this less-than-utopian occurrence? The Midrash ascribes
the omission of the word good from the account of the second day’s cre-
ative events to the verse “God separated the water below the firmament

- from the water above the firmament” (Bereishis 1:7). The commenta

[tors explain that all water represents Torah knowledge. Just as water is a

vital element in this world of physical reality, Torah knowledge is cru-

| cial for the continued existence of the spiritual realms. This is no mere
.

metaphor — ¢he physical reality we know is actually a mirror image of

the spiritual world. There is a point in time and space where these two

realities converge. The geographical location of this portal between the

N hysical dimension and the gpiritual is Mount Moriah, the site of the

Beis HaMikdash. The Holy of Holies acts as a two-way passageway, €n-

abling an exchange of energy between the physical and the spiritual el-

ements of life.

~ . The closer the relationship between these two dimensions in any
fgﬁlen setting, the more life energy flows back and forth between them.

The separation between the “water below” and the “water above”

which took place on the second day of Creation prefigured the great

separation of the dimensions that would occur with the destruction of

the Beis HaMikdash thousands of years later. Today we take for granted,

the great chasm that exists between the physical mode of existence and

the spiritual dimension, but in fact it reflects a serious flaw. '

“Thus the word good is omitted from the Torah's account of the sec-
ond day. Ideally the spiritual world and the physical world should be

qne, in an exalted confluence of “goodness” of existence. This state will

in fact be achieved, but only in the Messianic era, when the world will

be elevated to an unprecedented level of perfection.
2} ! The key to bringing about the convergence of the “waters,” in order

“%o unite the elements of Creation and bring about its ideal state, is the To-

rah that Moshe introduced to the Jewish people at Mount Sinai. He |
-

served as a conduit, through which the knowledge of the upper worlds

flowed intd this corporeal reality. This was Moshe’s crucial mission in life

— tq open a channel linking the “water above” with the “water below.”
When she first found Moshe in the basket, Pharaoh’s daughter ex-

perienced a more intense manifestation of divine revelation than even

Moshe’s parents could have imagined at that point. She perceived

¢ Moshe’s ultimate raison d’étre and named him accordingly, and be-

cause this name reflects Moshe’s most essential purpose in life, the To-

rah adopted it. |
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LS JZ‘ Mun ¥
Maharal points out that water symbolizes material substance in its formless
state [called in, matter]. The principle of ¥, form, on the other hand,
represents the spmtual non-material part of creation. Moses being drawn from
the water indicates that he was detached from material factors and was imbued
with the power of the spirit (Gevuros Hashem, 18).
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